CHAPTER 4.
THE JUDICIAL COMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY COUNCIL,
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council exercises in respect of Jurisdiction,
appeals from the courts of all colonies and also from the courts set
up by the Crown in protectorates and trust territories1 the ancient
jurisdiction of the King in Council which has been confirmed by
statute2 to hear appeals from the Overseas Dependencies. In respect
of appeals from the courts of certain member States of the Com-
monwealth this jurisdiction of the Judicial Committee has been
limited according to the wish of the particular member State con-
cerned.3 The Judicial Committee is also the final Court of Appeal
from the Ecclesiastical Courts of England, from the Channel
Islands and the Isle of Man, and from Prize Courts in the United
Kingdom and Colonies. An appeal lies to the Committee against a
decision by the Disciplinary Committee of the General Medical
Council to strike a practitioner off the Medical Register.4 In addition
to its appellate jurisdiction the Judicial Committee has jurisdiction
also confirmed by statute 5 to determine by its advice references made
to it by the Crown. The Committee has no power to place any limit
as to the matters which may be so referred; they may be matters of
original jurisdiction, as in the dispute between the Dominion of
Canada and Newfoundland as to the Labrador territory: In re
Labrador Boundary (1927), 34 T.LR. 289. The Committee also hears
references under certain statutes, e.g. with relation to the review of
ecclesiastical benefices under the Union of Benefices Measures,
1923-36.
The appellate jurisdiction of the Privy Council is based on "the Basis of
inherent prerogative right, and on all proper occasions, the duty of AppeUate
the King in Council to exercise an appellate jurisdiction, with a view        IC-
not only to ensure, as far as may be, the due administration of justice
in the individual case, but also to preserve the due course of pro-
cedure generally." An appeal may be entertained in any matter,
whether civil or criminal, by whichever party to the proceedings the
appeal is brought, unless the right has been expressly renounced.6
*	Jerusalem and Jaffa District Governor v. Suleiman Murra> [1926] A.C. 321;
j.&Y.30;Chap.2B.,<wte.
» Judicial Committee Acts, 1833 and 1844.	3 P. 481, jw*.
*	Medical Act, 1950, s, 20.	5 Judicial Committee Act, 1833, s. 4.
0 The Queen v. Bertmnd(l%61)> L.R. I P,C 520; Attorney-General of Ceylon
v. Perera, [1953] AC, 200, where an order for a new trial made by the Court of
Criminal Appeal in Ceylon was set aside and the conviction restored.

